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MIKOŁAJ KOPERNIK
NICOLAUS COPERNICUS

born 19.II.1473 → 550 years

doctorate in Ferrara 31.V.1503→ 520 years

first formulation of the heliocentric theory
(Commentariolus) ±1513 → 510 years

1st edition De Revolutionibus (Nürnberg,
Georg Joachim Rheticus) 1543

dead 24.V.1543 → 480 years

observatory in Frauenburg/Frombork 1506

2nd edition (Basel) 1566



Copernicus in Padua, «officially to study medicine», 

from 1501 to 1503 (once even believed until 1504)

Proc(ur)a d(omini) Nicolai Copernik Can(onic)i Varmiens(is)



Reverendus dominus Nicolaus Copernik
Per hoc presentem

Ego Nicolaus Copernik canonicus 
Vratislaviensis Varmiensis et 
scholastrius ecclesie Sancte Crucis 
Vratislaviensis citra etc. constituo 
procuratorem spectabilem virum 
dominum Apicium Colo cancellarium et 
canonicum ecclesie Warmiensis 
Vratislaviensis et Michaelem Iode 
canonicum eiusdem ecclesie 
Vratislaviensis ad accipiendum dicta 
possessionem dicte scolastrie mihi 
nuper collate et quecumque allia etc. 
cum potestate sus substituendi. 
Presentibus venerabile domino 
Leonardo Redinger Pataviensis diocesis 
et Nicolao Monsterberg Vladislaviensis 
diocesis testibus.

accipiendum, aceptandum et 
recipiendum tenutam et corporalem, 
realem et actualem possessionem 
ipsius scholastrię sibi nuper collate ac 
ad prosequendum

1503 die martis X Ianuarij in Cancellaria 
episcopali    in protocollo charta 37 1502

________

________

___

__





1503 die ultimo mensis Maij in Ferraria in episcopali palatio sub lodia horti presentibus 
testibus vocatis et rogatis, spectabili viro domino Joanne Andrea de Lazaris Siculo Panormitano 
Almi Juristarum Gymnasij Ferrariensis Magnifico Rectore, ser Bartholomeo de Silvestris cive 
et notario Ferrariensi, Ludovico quondam Baldasaris de Regio cive Ferrariensi et bidello 
universitatis Juristarum civitatis Ferrarie et alijs, venerabilis ac doctissimus vir dominus Nicolaus 
Copernich de Prusia canonicus Varmiensis et scholasticus ecclesie Sancte Crucis
Vratislaviensis, qui studuit Bononie et Padue, fuit approbatus in iure canonico nemine penitus 
discrepante et doctoratus per prefatum dominum Georgium vicarium antedictum etc. 
Promotores fuerunt dominus Philippus Bardella et dominus Antonius Leutus qui ei dedit insignia, 
cives Ferrarienses etc.     (ASFe, Tomaso Meleghini notarius Ferrariensis et scriba Curiae episcopalis Ferrarie, 1461-1506)



1767-1775 the highest tower 
(Torlonga) of the medieval castle of 
Padua is turned into the Astronomical 
Observatory of the University 
(Giuseppe Toaldo > Domenico Cerato)

1773 the upper room (sala delle Figure) is ready



1773 = 300th anniversary 
of Copernicus’ birth

Frescoes by Giacomo 
Ciesa: Ptolomeus, 
Copernicus,TychoBrahe, 
Galileo, Kepler, Newton, 
Gm.Montanari, Gv.Poleni 

Atlas turned into a mountain 
by Perseus: the rock of the 
universe for many centuries >

Eracle bears the vault of 
heaven, which he received 
from Atlas: handover between 
two cosmological paradigms
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after 1942

before Oct 1922

Padua, Bo Palace, Aula Magna, SW 
corner, the area of “Polish glories” of 
UniPd: Jan Zamoyski 1564 (and Jan 
Bal z Hoczew 1591) since 1928, 
Copernicus 1873 → 400th anniversary 
of Copernicus’ birth



Padua, Bo Palace, Aula Magna, western wall (Feb 19th 1873, but marble plate 1880):
NIC(OLAO) COPERNICO / QUO DIE XI KAL(ENDAS) MART(II) AN(NO) MDCCCLXXIII / 

EIUS NATALITIA IV POST(ERIORE) SÆCULO CELEBRANTUR / UNIVERSITAS PATAVINA /
TANTO LÆTA VIRO IN SUUM OLIM SINUM RECEPTO / TIT(ULUM) POS(UIT)



Feb 19th 1873, simultaneous 
celebrations in Toruń, Rome, 
Bologna and Padua: an 
initiative of the Copernican 
Society for Art and Science
of Toruń and the Friends’ of 
Science Society of Poznań.
Invitation of Jan 10th, accep-
ted by Padua on Feb 6th, sha-
ring Rome’s representative, 
and coordinated in ‘real time’ 
across Europe by telegrams 
in Latin, French and Italian

Societati Copernicanae
Thorn

Universitas Patavina dum uno vobiscum animo
Copernici solemniis operatur salutem dicit

Coletti Rector

Università Padua
Inclyta Universitati literarum

Patavinae säcularia Copernigana
celebranti gratias et salutem dicit

Societas Copernicana
Thorn







Among the coats of arms that decorate 
the Hall, in a wooden frame shaped as a 
votive plate, was placed the following 
Latin inscription, due to the pen of the 
excellent rev. Canal […]. Even if we know 
that it will later be transferred to marble, 
in black touchstone framed with 
polychrome marbles from Verona, it 
would nevertheless be desirable that 
another bust, of the famous astronomer, 
came to match Galileo’s one, as a proper 
honour to be paid to such a predecessor 
of the illustrious Florentine.



Copernicus’ Italian doctorate was long looked for in Bologna and 
Padua, in congiunction with the celebrations of 1873, promoted 
by Domenico Berti (1820-1897). It was found instead in Ferrara 
by Luigi Napoleone Cittadella, who communicated it to the histo-
rian of mathematics Baldassarre Boncompagni on November 
11th, 1876 [370th anniversary of the observatory in Frombork]. Taking up
and expanding on Boncompagni’s paper, Giulio Righini made a 
book out of it in 1932, when interest in Ferrara’s Renaissance 
civilization was growing, ending up with the Exhibition of Ferrare-
se Renaissance painting (May-October 1933) and the book 
L’Ottava d’oro (Verona, Mondadori, 1933) [life and work of L. Ariosto, 
†1533].



Via Niccolò Copernico private 
street, via Copernico, via n. 
Copernico, via n. copernico
1934: not an anniversary, but a 
response to Ferrara: Copernicus 
was still claimed to have been in 
Padua until 1504

*



Villa Dondi dell’Orologio,
via Nicolò Copernico 28



Copernicus king! 
(but real estate 

agency)



‘N. Copernico’ secondary school, 
founded on Saturday March 4th, 
1972: ready for the 500th anniver-
sary of C’s birth, but in a provisio-
nal seat, building completed in 
1976: 470th anniversary of the 
observatory in Frombork

*



Cima Ekar (Asiago), ±80 km 
NW of Padua, 1370 mt, 
Astronomical observatory 
‘Copernico’, Ø dome 16 mt, 
Ø lens 182 cm, focal length 
5.40 mt
Inaugurated June 16th, 1973
(1st photo March 8th)→ 500th

anniversary of C’s birth



Part of a 3-days 

celebration in Padua, 

Verona and Asiago, 

June 14th-16th, 1973



in turn, part of a national 
celebration program, 
started in 1970 and 
sponsored by the Polish 
Academy of Sciences in 
Rome, in all the ‘Copernican’ 
cities: Rome, Padua (etc.), 
Ferrara and Bologna
(then, in 1974, in the 
‘Pythagorean’ ones: 
Siracusa, Crotone, Taranto)



May 27th, 1970: the lecture opened the Copernican triennium, 
which will end up in 1973 with the International Copernican 
Conference in Italy. In the framework of these celebrations the 
Polish Academy will propose the erection of a bust of Copernicus
in the ‘Basilica’ of the University of Padua, which already hosts
the busts of Galileo and of its most renowned alumni

Proposal September 26th, 1972
approved October 10th

→General program March 20th, 1973:
Thursday June 14th: Laying of a bust of Copernicus 
offered by Polish artists at the entrance of Aula Magna



February 18th, 1974: tomorrow, Feb. 19th, 
is the anniversary of Copernicus’ birth. I 
hoped that by this date the bust of the 
astronomer that was to be placed in the 
atrium of the University’s Aula Magna 
would be ready, but the artist to whom 
the work was commissioned could not 
finish it in time: he formally promised to 
conclude it by early May […], within the 
limits of the Copernican celebrations, 
which in spring will still be going on in the 
Pythagorean cities […].
The bust will be modelled of the others 
already existing in the atrium and placed 
on a square-based pedestal of the same 
height: the marble for the pedestal, 
sourced from Carrara quarries, was 
offered by the Friends’ of Poland 
Association in Padua.
In a future letter I will let you know the 
text, in Latin, which I propose to be 
engraved on the plinth.
I apologise for these schedule changes, 
which are unfortunately beyond my 
control […], but I think it is right that the 
bust of Copernicus should be inaugurated 
anyway as a tangible and everlasting 
sign of his presence in Padua.



Il Resto del 
Carlino,
Paduan issue, 

January 21st, 
1976

Copernicus 
is back in the 
Bo Palace

[the Ox
Palace, i.e. 
the central 
seat of the 
University]

January 20th, 1976: 470th anniversary of the 

observatory in Frombork, 410th of the 2nd ed.

of De Revolutionibus Orbium Cœlestium



March 20th, 
1974

March 29th, 

to prof. Pietro 
Ferrarino for 
a revision 



*

‘N. Copernico’ students’ home: 
works started 1990, expected 
inauguration 1993 (450th

anniversary of C’s death), but...



‘Surprise’ from the excavations: one of the largest 
necropolis of pre-Roman and Roman Patavium
(9th c. BC-6th c. AD). 4000 sqm with hundreds of 
burials: men, dogs and horses→ inaugurated 1997



before Easter: “damned be Copernicus” 

after Easter: “damned be Paperinik” 

2023, 550th anniversary 
of Copernicus’ birth

Boys’ toilet of the 
Library of my 
Department



Grazie per l’attenzione


